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MPD faces racism probe 


STATE BEGINS BATTLE TO OVERHAUL CITY POLICING 


Waves of volunteers rush to donate tons of needed food, supplies 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL and LIZ 
NAVRATIL ° Star Tribune staff 


The Minnesota Department 
of Human Rights willlaunchan 
investigation into the Minneap- 
olis Police Department after fil- 
ing a civil rights charge related 
to the death of George Floyd, 
who died while being pinned 
to the street by police last week. 

The probe, announced Tues- 


=». 


Black clergy led a march with faith leaders of color, white clerics and allies in silent witness and prayer to George Floyd’s memorial site Tuesday in south Minneapolis. 


day by Gov. Tim Walz, willlook 
at Minneapolis police policies 
and procedures over the past 10 
years to determine whether the 
department has engaged in dis- 
criminatory practices toward 
people of color. 

“This is not about holding 
people personally criminally 
liable,” said Human Rights 
Commissioner Rebecca 
Lucero, who will lead the 
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Minority neighborhoods 
staggered by destruction 


By MAYA RAO 
maya.rao@startribune.com 


Asfireand riots raged around 
Lake Street and Hiawatha Ave- 
nue last week, several employ- 
ees of an American Indian 
nonprofit called Migizi stayed 
behind to guard their building. 

They wrote “native youth 
center” on the window to dis- 
courage attacks. Members of 
the American Indian Move- 
ment came to help. But riot- 
ers set fire to the block any- 
way. The inferno forced out the 
building’s protectors around 
3:30 Friday morning. 

When the nonprofit’s exec- 
utive director, Kelly Drum- 
mer, returned to the scene a 
few hours later and saw the 
destruction, she said, “I knelt 
down and I just cried.” 

The riots and arson that 


followed protests of George 
Floyd’s death have devastated 
organizations and businesses 
that serve communities of 
color. Destruction from the 
south side’s Lake Street to West 
Broadway innorth Minneapolis 
has hit immigrant- and minor- 
ity-owned businesses already 
struggling amid the pandemic- 
induced shutdown. Now, ethni- 
cally diverse neighborhoods are 
grappling with the loss of jobs, 
services and investments. 
“People right now are going 
to want to stay away from Lake 
Street and that is understand- 
able,” said Ricardo Hernan- 
dez, who owns an ice cream 
shop there called La Michoa- 
cana Purepecha. Workers gave 
away free Popsicles over the 
weekend after the shop lost 
power in the riots. 
See BUSINESSES on A8 > 


North Central University will host memorial 
Private ceremony for George Floyd will be livestreamed. A12 


Rallies, protests continue across Twin Cities 
Young people took lead in rally at Capitol, other events. A12 


Floyd family blasts county’s autopsy 


investigation. “This is about 
systems change.” 

Ina statement released late 
Tuesday, Police Chief Medaria 
Arradondo acknowledged 
there is work to be done. 

“With the assistance of the 
State Human Rights Commis- 
sion, we can take an honest 
examination at systemic bar- 
riers that have prevented us 
from reaching our greatest 


potential for those we serve,” 
he said. 

Lucero said this will differ 
from past examinations of the 
police department. First, the 
state Human Rights Depart- 
ment will work with city lead- 
ers to try to make some quick 
changes, she said. There will 
also be a longer process to 
potentially reach a consent 
decree, which can be enforced 


by the courts, Lucero said. 

“This is not a report. This 
is something that will result 
in court action and require 
change,” she said. 

The investigation follows 
the arrest and charges against 
former Minneapolis police offi- 
cer Derek Chauvin, a white offi- 
cer who knelt on Floyd’s neck 
for almost nine minutes before 
he died. Three other police offi- 


cers have been fired following 
the deadly encounter. 

“We are going to establish 
peace on the streets when we 
address the systemic issues,” 
Walz said. 

The move is the first time 
the Human Rights Depart- 
ment has launched a systemic 
investigation into the largest 
police department in the state. 

See FLOYD on A7> 
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ELIZABETH FLORES - liz.flores@startribune.com 
Labayea Sumo smiled Tuesday as she thanked volunteers providing food and other items. 


Deluge of giving engulfs anguish 


By JEAN HOPFENSPERGER and KELLY SMITH œ Star Tribune staff 


As the world sees images of soldiers and 
armored vehicles patrolling Minneapolis 
streets, an even larger army is quietly gather- 
ing strength. Their mission: to put out finan- 
cial and emotional fires still smoldering after 
last week’s violent protests. 

Lines of vehicles stretched 14 blocks after 
Sanford Middle School requested 85 bags of 
food to help families after local stores were 
looted and burned. They wound up with 
20,000 bags of bread, fruit and more. 

All My Relations Arts on Franklin Avenue 


food pantry that the Native American Com- 
munity Development Institute plans to oper- 
ate until at least October. 

A refrigerated truck carrying 18 tons of 
fresh produce rolled into a Cub Foods park- 


ing lot Tuesday, a gift from the Zakat Foun- 


dation, a Muslim charity based in Chicago. 
The sheer scope of support, pouring in 
from Minnesota and the nation, has sur- 
prised and relieved exhausted Minneapolis 
communities. 
“These people are coming out of 


Bipartisan 
rebuke of 


Trump move 


By ZEKE MILLER, JONATHAN 
LEMIRE and MICHAEL 
BALSAMO œ Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - Claiming 
heis backed by a “silent major- 
ity,” President Donald Trump 
turned the nation’s capital 
into a model for the over- 
whelming force he believes 
is needed to stop sometimes- 
violent protests that have 
spread across the country in 
a time of racial unrest. His 
tactics were decried Tuesday 
by some fellow Republicans 
as well as his presumptive 
Democratic opponent. 

The violent dispersal of 
peaceful protests near the 
White House the night before 
was apotent symbolofTrump’s 
policing tactics and a physical 
manifestation of the rhetori- 
cal culture war he has stoked 
since before he was elected. 
Moments after historic Lafay- 
ette Park was cleared, Trump 
walked across to pose with a 
Bible in front of a church dam- 
aged by fire during protests the 
previous evening. 


Attorney says medical examiner obscured cause of death. A6 has been transformed from a gallery into a See GIVING on A8 > See TRUMP on A5> 
THE CORONAVIRUS’ TOLL TOP NEWS MINNESOTA BUSINESS 
6,377,600 1,820,658 25,508 Challenge in virus fight: Tavern owner loses Pipeline may hit snag: 
cases worldwide cases inthe US. cases in Minn. Contact tracing could get reopening bid: He vows Enbridge could miss prime 
378,800 105,121 1,072 tougher after unrest. B1 to continue court battle. B5 construction season. D1 
deaths worldwide | deathsinthe U.S. deaths in Minn. 


Numbers as of 9 p.m. Tuesday « Sources: Johns Hopkins University (worldwide), 
New York Times (U.S.), Minnesota Department of Health (Minnesota) 


Primary tests: Voters 
navigate curfews, lines, 
confusion at the polls. A2 


A first for the state: 
Carver County pet cat tests 
positive for coronavirus. B5 


Rioting damage: Swathes 
of metro now have no func- 
tioning pharmacy. D1 


SPORTS 


Show your work, NFL: Vikings linebacker Eric Kendricks 
wants the league to address systemic inequalities. C1 
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